The title compound, C 18 H 12 N 2 O, comprises two aromatic fragments, viz., imidazo[2,1-a]isoquinoline and benzene, linked by oxygen and methylene bridges. Despite the absence of a common conjugative system within the molecule, it adopts an essentially planar conformation with an r.m.s. deviation of 0. 036 Å . In the crystal, due to this structure, molecules form stacks along the b axis by Á Á Á stacking interactions, with shortest CÁ Á ÁC distances in the range 3.340 (4)-3.510 (4) Å . The molecules are bound by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions within the stacks and C-HÁ Á Á interactions between the stacks.
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The title compound I, C 18 H 12 N 2 O, is the product of a novel cascade reaction ( Fig. 1) (Yadav et al., 2007; Kianmehr et al., 2009; Surpur et al., 2009 ) starting with the Kroehnke condensation of salicylic aldehyde and isoquinolinium salt to afford the styryl derivative A, which forms zwitterion B upon thermally-induced cleavage of acetyl chloride. Then zwitterion B undergoes two consecutive nucleophilic cyclizations followed by [1, 4] -proton shift to give the pentacycle I (Fig. 2 ). The single crystals of I suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow crystallization from ethyl acetate solution.
Compound I comprises two aromatic fragments -imidazo[2,1-a]isoquinoline and benzene linked by the oxygen and methylene bridges ( Fig. 3 ). Despite the absence of common conjugative system within the molecule, it adopts practically planar conformation, with the r.m.s. deviation of 0.036Å. In the crystal, due to this structure, molecules form stacks along the b axis by the stacking interactions [C1···C7A i = 3.340 (4)Å, C2···C8 i = 3.510Å, C2···C8A i = 3.451 (4)Å, C3···C12A i = 3.394 (4)Å, C13A···C14B i = 3.496 (4)Å and C14A···C14A i = 3.426 (4)Å] (Fig. 4) . The molecules are also bound by the C8-H8A···O13 ii [H···O = 2.71Å, C-H···O 157°] interactions within the stacks and the C8-H8B···π (C12A iii -O13 iii -C13A iii ) [H···C12A = 2.94Å, H···O13 = 2.80Å and H···C13A 2.81Å, C-H···O 175°] interactions between the stacks. Symmetry codes: (i) 1-x, 1-y, z; (ii) x, 1+y, z; (iii) 1.5-x, 0.5+y, 0.5-z.
Experimental
A water solution of K 2 CO 3 (0.4 g in 1 ml of H 2 O) was added to a solution of freshly distilled salicylic aldehyde (0.18 g, 1.47 mmol) and 2-(cyanomethyl)isoquinolinium chloride (0.30 g, 1.47 mmol) in H 2 O (5 ml). The resulting mixture was stirred for 3 hours at 293 K. The precipitate formed was filtered-off and recrystallized from ethyl acetate / hexane mixture to give Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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Cg2 is the centroid of the O13,C12A,C8A,C8,C7A,C13A ring. 
